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Iowa was in a warm pattern with a sustained period of southeast wind.  Temperatures warmed to above freezing prior to the event
over most of the CWA.  Low pressure developed to the west.  There were actually two centers of low pressure.  The northern low
was the dominant low.  It tracked slowly from North Dakota into extreme southeast Manitoba.  A secondary low formed over Kansas
and tracked northeast into central Iowa.  Precipitation began during the late afternoon of the 13th in the form of rain.   As the
stronger lift moved into the state during the night, the rain changed over to snow with may areas reporting at least a brief period of
moderate to heavy snow.  Visibility was reduced to one quarter to one half mile at times, especially over the north one third to half of
the state.  Snow accumulation ranged from under an inch over the south third of the state to around 6 inches over the north.  A strong
inflow of warm and moist air streamed into Iowa on a 50 kt warm conveyor.  Once the snow intensity diminished, precipitation
changed back to rain over the south half of the state.  Although the winds during the event were in the 15 to 30 MPH range, there
was little drifting of the snow as the consistency of the snow was very wet and heavy.
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